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Description

This research project documents the policies and practices of the TANF eligibility and welfare-to-work system that affect the child care experiences of low-income families — including how clients move through the system and the points of intersection between child care and welfare at various stages, the way that states and localities structure and organize child care and welfare systems and staff, and factors that impede or aid coordination between the systems.   This project seeks to gain a more detailed understanding of how these policies and practices are implemented and explore the implications of our findings for families’ access, utilization and choice of child care.  

Major Research Questions

· How do families access and use subsidies within the context of the welfare client flow process?  At what points do the systems intersect in ways that might affect the child care patterns of families?

· What is the structural and institutional relationship between the welfare/employment system and child care system at the local level?  

· What are the policies, practices, and organizational factors that reportedly improve or impede coordination between the child care and welfare/employment systems? 
Research and Evaluation Design

This research project builds on previous research conducted by the Urban Institute for the Assessing the New Federalism (ANF) Project.  As part of the ANF project, separate case studies were conducted on child care and TANF/employment systems in 15 sites across 13 states.  This research project uses existing data collected during the ANF case studies and expands on this data through additional interviews with key welfare and child care informants at the state and local level.  The states/sites are Alabama (Birmingham); California (Oakland, San Diego); Colorado (Denver); Florida (Miami); Massachusetts (Boston); Michigan (Detroit); Minnesota (Minneapolis); Mississippi (Jackson); New Jersey (Jersey City); New York (Buffalo); Texas (Houston, El Paso); Washington (Seattle); and Wisconsin (Milwaukee). 
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