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What authorizes direct federal funding for tribal child support programs

The personal responsibility and work opportunity reconciliation act of 1996 (PRWORA), public Law 104-193) and amended by the Balanced Budget Act of 1997 (Public Law 105-33) authorizes the direct funding of tribal child support enforcement programs by the federal government.  The Department of Health and Human Services published a notice of proposed rule making (NPRM) and interim final rule in August 2000 providing the mechanism for tribes to submit child support enforcement (cse) plans and, upon approval, to receive direct federal funding of Tribally operated programs.  As of today the following Tribes have been approved to operate their own child support programs:  

· Chickasaw Nation / OK

· Forest County Potawatomi Community / WI

· Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians / WI

· Lummi Tribe / WA

· Menominee Tribe / WI

· Navajo Nation / NM

· Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe / WA

· Puyallup Tribe of Indians / WA

· Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate / SD

Under the interim rule the following services must be provided:

· Paternity establishment

· Establishment, modification and enforcement of child support orders

· Location of non-custodial parents

Key Differences and Similarities of Tribal Programs

The Uniform Interstate Family Support Act (UIFSA) will not be adopted by any tribe. Tribes operate under the Full Faith and Credit to Child Support Orders Act (FFCCSOA) 28 U.S.C. 1738 B.

The Lac du Flambeau Tribe has adopted their own codes/laws but have incorporated Wisconsin’s child support statutes by reference.  Other Tribes have written and adopted their own codes/laws, procedures and policies governing child support.  The information required by each agency will vary according to their laws and policies.

Most Tribes have a court order process.  Some have Code of Federal Regulation (CFR) courts and some have Tribal Courts.  The Navajo Nation has an administrative process.

Some Tribes operate their own Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) programs. For those Tribes that do not have their own TANF, their members receive TANF benefits through the states’ system.  

Some Tribal child support programs use the computer systems within their corresponding state. Others are not yet computerized and operate using manual systems.

A few Tribes have agreements with their individual states or counties for personal service on their reservation, although most do not.

Administrative hearings may or may not be provided within the Tribal programs.  

Some Tribes will accept default orders (court or administrative), most will not.  

Some Tribes will require paternity testing based on their codes/laws if the original order does not meet certain criteria.

Some Tribes will accept a standard UIFSA transmittal, some will not.  It is recommended that you contact the Tribe to discover what paperwork is necessary for them to process your request.

Contact the Tribe in question prior to sending a case to them to determine if it meets that Tribe’s jurisdictional requirements. (i.e., one or more parties a member of the Tribe, one or both parties reside on the reservation or Indian land, non-custodial parent is employed by Tribal entity, etc.)  Requirements will not be the same for all Tribes.

Tribal IV-D Program Information

Chickasaw Nation

Department of Child Support Enforcement

Jerry Sweet, IV-D Director

PO Box 1809

Ada, OK  74821

Contact Person:

Cheryl Willson




Phone:

(580) 310-6009




Fax:

(580) 310-6026
System:
Chickasaw Nation utilizes Oklahoma state computer system O.S.I.S. (Oklahoma State Information System).

Requirements:
Send directly to Chickasaw Nation Department of Child Support Enforcement.    If a referral has been sent to the state of Oklahoma Central Registry, the Registry will determine if the transmittal should be forwarded to the Chickasaw Nation to be worked.  If additional paperwork is required, Chickasaw Nation CSE will contact the initiating jurisdiction.



Packets should include:  1 original and 1 copy

Referral/transfer:


Transmittal #1


Petition


Registration of foreign support order

Certified copies of all orders 


Certified copies of debt calculation


Current income/employment information 


Address confidentiality statement

Paternity:


Transmittal #1


Petition


Registration of foreign order if appropriate


General testimony

Any documentation that supports 

Respondent is the father of the child 


Current financial/employment information 


Address confidential statement

Court/Administrative:

JUDICIAL

Enforce Medical:

YES

Paternity Establishment:

YES

Enforcement::


YES: income withholding

TANF:
If TANF reimbursement is needed request, “support for a prior period” and provide the dates TANF was paid.  Will go back five years for TANF reimbursement in conjunction with current support only.

Age of Emancipation:
18, unless still in high school (then age 19 or date of graduation – whichever comes first.)

Statute of limitations:

NONE

Forest County Potawatomi Community

Child Support Enforcement
Carol Nunway-Tyler, IV-D Director

8000 Potawatomi Trail

PO Box  340

Crandon, WI 54520

Contact Person:

Carol Nunway-Tyler




Phone: 

715-478-7260




Fax:

715-478-7331

System:
Manual

Requirements:
Send directly to FCPC Child Support Agency. If additional paperwork is required, the agency will contact the initiating jurisdiction.



Packets should include:  1 original and 1 copy

Referral/transfer:


Transmittal #1


Petition


Registration of foreign support order

Certified copies of all orders 


Certified copies of debt calculation


Current income/employment information 


Address confidentiality statement

Paternity:


Transmittal #1


Petition


Registration of foreign order if appropriate


General testimony

Any documentation that supports 

Respondent is the father of the child 


Current financial/employment information 


Address confidential statement

Court/Administrative:

JUDICIAL

Enforce Medical:

YES

Paternity Establishment:

YES

Enforcement:


YES: income withholding / contact agency for more information.

Age of Emancipation:
18, unless still in high school (then age 19 or date of graduation – whichever comes first.)

Lac du Flambeau

Tribal Child Support Agency

R. Terry Hoyt, IV-D Director

PO Box 1198

Lac du Fambeau, WI 54538

Contact Person:

Francis Whitfield, Program Manager

Phone:

(715) 588-4236

Fax:

(715) 588-9240

System:
Utilizes Wisconsin state child support computer system, KIDS (Kids Information Data System)

Requirements:
Contact the Tribe before sending a transmittal to discuss jurisdictional issues.  If it is determined that the tribe has the jurisdiction to work the case, send a transmittal using the same requirements for a UIFSA packet. If additional paperwork is required, the agency will contact the initiating jurisdiction.

Court/Administrative:

JUDICIAL

Statute of Limitations:

SAME AS WI

Paternity Establishment:

YES

Modifications:


YES

Enforcement:


YES: income withholding

Tribe will honor income withholding notices from other jurisdictions

IRS Certification:
YES: IRS intercepts are done in through a Service Agreement with the state of WI.

Age of Emancipation:
18, unless still in high school (then age 19 or date of graduation – whichever comes first.)

Lummi Nation

Child Support Enforcement

Karen Burke, IV-D Director

2616 kwina Rd

Bellingham, WA 98226

Contact Person:

Karen Burke




Phone:

(360) 384-2214




Fax:

(360) 312-1734

System:
manual

Requirements:
It is recommended that you contact the tribe.

Court/Administrative:
JUDICIAL

Enforcement:

YES: income withholding

Lummi Nation will not honor income withholding notices from another jurisdiction

Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin

Tribal Child Support Agency
Rosemund Hoffman, Program Manager

PO Box 520

Keshena, WI 54135

Contact Person:

Rosemund Hoffman, Program Manager

Phone:

(715) 799-5289

Fax:

(715) 799-6061

System:
Utilizes State of Wisconsin computer system known as KIDS (Kids Information Data System).

Requirements:
Mandates one-on-one contact with the Child Support Manager to discuss the jurisdictional issues, (i.e., personal, membership status, residency of the parties and children involved in the case, etc.). Upon a determination that the Tribe has the required jurisdiction to work the case, the agency will accept a standard transmittal at that includes the following:

Mandated documents for referral:

Transmittal #1

Certified court file (3 copies)

Arrears calculation

Address confidentiality statement

Mandated documents for transfer:

Same as above along with proof of either consent to transfer by the ncp, cp or due process, i.e., judicial notice and proof of hearing

Paternity: 
YES

Same as referral along with paternity affidavit and general testimony

Court/Administrative:

Judicial

Modification:


YES

Enforcement:


YES: income withholding notice.

Tax Certification:

YES

Age of Emancipation:
18, unless still in high school (then age 19 or date of graduation – whichever comes first.)

Navajo Nation 

Department of Child Support Enforcement

Piertte 

PO Box 2010

Window Rock, AZ 86515

Contact Person:






Phone:

(928) 871-7194




Fax (flora):
(928) 871-7196




Fax (nona):
(928) 871-6177

System:
Utilizes New Mexico and Arizona state child support systems

Requirements:
It is recommended that you contact the Tribe before sending a transmittal to discuss jurisdictional issues.  If it is determined that the Tribe has the jurisdiction to work the case, send a transmittal using the same requirements for packet to the state of New Mexico or Arizona.  They will in turn forward packet to Tribe.   If additional paperwork is required, the Navajo Nation Child Support Agency will contact the initiating jurisdiction.

Case can also be sent directly to Tribe but a letter must accompany packet to explain what it is that you are seeking (i.e., enforcement, paternity establishment, etc.)

If mailing directly to the Tribe, packet must include: certified copy debt calculation, certified copies of all orders, and letter of referral as stated above.

Include in packet any known information about the non-custodial parent.

Court/Administrative:

JUDICIAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE

Navajo Nation allows initiating State/Tribe to be party to hearing process, if requested

Statute of Limitations:

NONE

Paternity Establishment:

YES

Enforce Medical:

YES

Modifications:
YES: only on specific cases.  You will need to verify with Navajo Nation if it meets their criteria

Enforcement:


YES: income withholding

TANF:
If initiating jurisdiction wants to recoup TANF payments, sum must be reduced to a judgment before Tribe will enforce

Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe

Child Support Program

Melody Bidtah, Program Manager

31912 little Boston Road, NE

Kingston, WA 98346

Contact Person:

Melody Bidtah 

Phone:

(360) 297-9641

Fax:

(360) 297-9666

System:
manual 

Requirements:
Send directly to Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal Child Support program.  If additional paperwork is required, Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal Child Support program will contact the initiating jurisdiction.



Packets should include:  1 original 

Referral/transfer:


Transmittal #1


Petition


Registration of foreign support order

Certified copies of all orders 


Certified copies of debt calculation


Current income/employment information 


Address confidentiality statement

Paternity:


Transmittal #1


Petition


Registration of foreign order if appropriate


General testimony

Any documentation that supports 

Respondent is the father of the child 


Current financial/employment information 


Address confidential statement

Court/Administrative:

JUDICIAL 

Paternity Establishment:

YES

Modifications:


YES: will require current financial/income information

Enforcement:


YES: income withholding  

Puyallup Tribe of Indians

Child Support Enforcement Program

Linda Tresaugue, IV-D Director

1850 Alexander Ave

Tacoma, WA 98421

Contact Person:

Gloria Howard




Phone:
     
(253) 405-5242


Fax:

(253) 573-7929

System:
Manual 

Requirements:
Send directly to Puyallup Tribal Child Support Program.  If additional paperwork is required, Puyallup Tribal Child Support Program will contact the initiating jurisdiction.



packets should include:  1 original and 1 copy

Referral/transfer:


Transmittal #1


Petition


Registration of foreign support order

Certified copies of all orders 


Certified copies of debt calculation


Current income/employment information 


Address confidentiality statement

Paternity:


Transmittal #1


Petition


Registration of foreign order if appropriate


General testimony

Any documentation that supports 

Respondent is the father of the child 


Current financial/employment information 


Address confidential statement

Court/Administrative:

JUDICIAL 

Enforce Medical:

YES

Modifications:


YES: will require current financial/income information

Enforcement:


YES: income withholding; Puyallup Tribe will not honor 

Income Withholding Notices from another jurisdiction

TANF:
If TANF reimbursement is needed request, “support for a prior period” and provide the dates TANF was paid.

Statute of Limitations:

NONE

IRS Certification:
Do not presently have the capability. Can request state of Washington to certify on their behalf

Interest:
Will not assess interest but will collect if set to a sum certain judgment only

Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate

Martha Renville, IV-D Director

Office of Child Support Enforcement

PO Box 808

Agency Village, SD 57262

Contact Person:

Martha Renville




Phone:

(605) 698-7131






1-800-papoose




Fax:

(605) 698-7170

System:
Manual

Requirements:
It is recommended that you contact the Tribe.  

Non IV-D Tribal Child Support Enforcement
Requirements:
It is recommended that you contact the Tribe in question before sending a request to discuss jurisdictional issues.  If it is determined that the Tribe has the jurisdiction to work the case, ask what paperwork they will require you to send to enlist their assistance. Please be specific about what action you are requesting assistance with (i.e., enforcement only, paternity, modification, or order establishment).

Ak-Chin Indian Community (Arizona)

Contact Person:
Rosemary Glaser / Clerk of Court

Phone:


520-568-9481

Fax:


520-568-2616

Arapahoe Tribe of the Wind River Reservation

Contact Person:
John St. Clair / Chief Judge

Phone:


307-332-6770

Fax:


307-332-7587

Assinibione and Sioux Tribes of Fort Peck Indian Reservation (Montana)

Contact Person:
Rita Weeks / Court Administrator

Phone:


406-768-5558

Fax:


406-768-3710

Blackfeet Tribe of the Blackfeet Indian Reservation (Montana)

Contact Person:
Wendy Running Crane / Chief Prosecutor

Phone:


406-338-5061

Fax:


406-338-2722

Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe (South Dakota)

Contact Person:
Carla Veo / Children’s Court Officer

Phone:


605-964-2574

Fax:


605-964-6603

Chitimacha Tribe of (Louisiana)

Contact Person:
Holly Robicheaux / Division Administrator

Phone:


337-923-0870

Fax:


337-923-7889

Coeur d’Alene Tribe (Idaho)

Contact Person:
Lulu Hutchinson / Court Manager

Phone:


208-686-1800

Fax:




Colville Confederated Tribes (Washington)

Contact Person:
Jane Smith / Administrator

Phone:


509-634-2507

Fax:


509-634-2513

Confederated Tribes of the Chehalis (Washington)

Contact Person:
Ralph Wyman / Director of Public Safety

Phone:


360-273-5911

Fax:


360-273-7558

Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs Reservation (Oregon)

Contact Person:
Bernie Greene / Court Administrator

Phone:


541-553-3278

Fax:




Crow Feet Sioux (South Dakota)

Contact Person:
Melva Rank / Clerk of Courts

Phone:


605-245-2325

Fax:




Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians (North Carolina)

Contact Person:
Marion Teesateskie / Executive Director

Phone:


828-497-7408

Fax:


828-497-7429

Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe (South Dakota)

Contact Person:
Kristi Bietz / Court Administrator

Phone:


605-997-3593

Fax:


605-997-5145

Jicarilla Apache Nation (New Mexico)

Contact Person:
Melvin Stoof / Chief Judge

Phone:


505-759-3366

Fax:


505-759-3721

Kalispel Tribe of Indians (Washington)

Contact Person:
Kathy Jensen / Tribal Attorney

Phone:


509-445-1664

Fax:


509-445-4039

Las Vegas Paiute Tribe (Nevada)

Contact Person:
Dave Colvin / Tribal Attorney

Phone:


702-471-0844

Fax:


702-471-1394

Little River Band of Ottawa Indians (Michigan)

Contact Person:
Jonnie Sam, III / Tribal Ogema

Phone:


231-723-8288

Fax:


231-723-3270

Lower Brule Sioux (South Dakota)

Contact Person:
Lola Antioquia / Court Administator

Phone:


605-473-5528

Fax:

Mashantucket Pequot Tribe (Connecticut)

Contact Person:
Jean Lucasey / Associate Judge

Phone:


860-396-6333

Fax:




Mescalero Apache Tribe (New Mexico)

Contact Person:
Sharon Begay / Chief Judge

Phone:


505-464-9313

Fax:


505-464-4863

Omaha Tribe of (Nebraska)

Contact Person:
Paulette Tindel / Court Administrator

Phone:


402-837-5814

Fax:




Onondaga Indian Nation (New York)

Contact Person:
Irving Poweless / Secretary

Phone:


315-492-4219

Pascua Yaqui Tribe (Arizona)

Contact Person:
Comelia Cruz / Court Administrator

Phone:


520-879-6276

Fax:


520-879-6277

Ponca Tribe of (Nebraska)

Contact Person:
Ruthanne Gallup / Clerk of Courts

Phone:


402-371-8834

Fax:


402-371-7564

Pueblo of Acoma (New Mexico)

Contact Person:
Anita Frantz / Chief Judge

Phone:


505-552-7500

Fax:


505-552-7394

Pueblo of Isleta (New Mexico)

Contact Person:
James Abeita / Chief Judge

Phone:


505-869-6510

Fax:


505-869-8138

Pueblo of Laguna (New Mexico)

Contact Person:
Marcia Green / Judge

Phone:


505-552-5845

Fax:


505-552-7186

Pueblo of San Ildefonso (New Mexico)

Contact Person:
Paul Rainbird / Judge

Phone:


505-455-7500

Fax:


505-455-7351

Quechan Indian Tribe (California/Arizona)

Contact Person:
Sheila McCoard / Chief Judge

Phone:


760-572-5552

Fax:


760-572-5560

Quinhagak (Alaska)

Contact Person:
John Smith / Tribal Judge

Phone:


907-556-8015

Fax:


907-556-8016

Red Lake Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians (Minnesota)

Contact Person:
Shirley Cain / Chief Judge

Phone:


218-679-3303

Fax:


218-679-3286

Rosebud Sioux Tribe (South Dakota)

Contact Person:
Carmen Hicks / Court Administrator

Phone:


605-747-2278

Fax:


605-747-2832

Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community (Arizona)

Contact Person:
Robert Scabby / Self-Governance Coordinator

Phone:


480-850-8008

Fax:


480-850-7258

San Carlos Apache Tribe (Arizona)

Contact Person:
Rachel Long / Clerk of Courts

Phone:


928-475-2224

Fax:




Santa Ana Pueblo (New Mexico)

Contact Person:
Angela Luhan / Judge

Phone:


505-771-6735

Fax:


505-771-0392

Santa Clara Tribe (New Mexico)

Contact Person:
Tara Gabaldon / Court Administrator

Phone:


505-753-0411

Fax:


505-753-0466

Sauk-Suiattle Indian Tribe of (Washington)

Contact Person:
Edwanton Thomas

Phone:


360-436-1438

Fax:


360-436-0242

Shoshone Bannock Tribe (Idaho)

Contact Person:
William Trahanat / Chief Judge

Phone:


208-478-4059

Fax:


208-478-4071

Shoshone Tribe of the Wind River Reservation (Wyoming)

Contact Person:
John St.Clair / Chief Judge

Phone:


307-332-6770

Fax:


307-332-7587

Southern Ute Tribe (Colorado)

Contact Person:
Charles Flagg / Director –Dept of Justice

Phone:


970-563-0292

Fax:


970-563-0359

Te-Moak Tribe of Western Shoshone (Nevada)

Contact Person:
LaVerne Louchuss / Court Clerk

Phone:


775-738-7942

Fax:


775-738-6047

Tulalip Tribe (Washington)

Contact Person:
Michael Taylor / Reservation Attorney

Phone:


360-651-4046

Fax:


360-651-3711

Ute Indian Tribe (Utah)

Contact Person:
Floyd Wyasket / Chief Judge

Phone:


435-722-3633

Fax:


435-722-3637

Winnebago Tribe of (Nebraska)

Contact Person:
Jenice Rivera / Clerk of Court

Phone:


402-878-2570

Fax:


402-878-2404

Yakama Nation (Washington)

Contact Person:
David French / Deputy Director- Justice Services

Phone:


509-865-5121

Fax:

Yavapai- Prescott Tribe (Arizona)

Contact Person:
Charlotte Holmes / Court Administrator

Phone:


928-771-3300

Fax:


927-771-3302

Non IV-D Tribal Child Support Enforcement (limited services)
The following Tribes do some child support enforcement activities including establishment, modification and enforcement of child support orders but do not do paternity establishment:

Ho-Chunk Nation (Wisconsin)

Contact Person:
Carol Rockman

Phone:


715-284-2722

Fax:


715-284-3136

Hualapai Tribe (Arizona)

Contact Person:
Ramona Tsosie / Court Administrator

Phone:


928-769-2338

Fax:


928-769-2736

Kootenai Tribe of (Idaho)

Contact Person:
Fred Gabourie, Sr / Chief Judge

Phone:


208-267-3519

Fax:


208-267-2960

Muckleshoot Tribe (Washington)

Contact Person:
Kelly Koon / Court Administrator

Phone:


253-939-3311

Fax:

Tonto Apache Tribe of (Arizona)

Contact Person:
Ira Byers / Tribal Prosecutor

Phone:


928-474-5000

Fax:


928-474-9125

Yavapai-Apache Nation of the Camp Verde Indian Reservation (Arizona)

Contact Person:
Pauline Jackson / Court Administrator

Phone:


928-567-1035

Fax:


Tips for Working with Tribes
· Be Respectful

· Have patience. Tribal child support issues are new to many Tribes and states.

· Recognize that although Tribal CSE processes might differ from the state’s, they are just as effective, if not more so.

· Make contact with the Tribal Child Support Agency (TCSA) in your area. Coordinate a meeting to introduce staff, both theirs and yours. Discuss how both programs can work together in the most effective and efficient manner. If the Tribe does not have a child support program, contact the Tribal Court or Tribal Law Office for contact information.

· Cultural differences can create communication challenges. Keep an open mind, focus on solutions and always maintain your focus on how best to provide services to the children.
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